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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 -1 3 are subject to examination. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 -1 3 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United 
States only if the international application designated the United States and was published under 
Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Mali 
(US 7, 103, 633 B1). 

Referring to claim 1, 

Mali teaches a data transmission apparatus for transmitting image data over a 
network (Abstract and col. 2, line 32-36, "For example, if the receiving facsimile 
machine is capable of receiving facsimiles in a "fine" or "detail" mode, or can use a half- 
tone method of communication, these higher quality images are utilized and transmitted, 
when desired."), the data transmission apparatus comprising: 
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an image reader for obtaining image data by reading an original document (col. 
6, line 39-41, "A scanner 138 is utilized to scan images of documents which are to be 
transmitted by facsimile."); 

a storage device in which the obtained image data is stored (col. 6, line 3-17, "A 
storage interface 1 10 is connected to a non-volatile memory 1 12, a hard disk 114, and a 
CD which may be a CD ROM drive, a write once/read many drive, a read/write drive 
which allows re-writing of data on the same disk, a magneto optical disk, or any other 
type of disk. The non-volatile memory may be limited as a RAM having a battery back- 
up, a flash memory, EPROM, EEPROM, CMOS battery, hard disk, or any other non- 
volatile memory device. The non-volatile memory 112 may be utilized to store autodial 
or speed dial telephone numbers. Additionally, or alternatively, the non-volatile memory 
112 is utilized to store profile or capabilities data. This data may be from facsimile 
machines with which the device of FIG. 3 communicates, or may be utilized to store the 
options and capabilities of the device illustrated in FIG. 3."); 

a requester to transmit a request to a recipient device to which the image data 
stored in the storage device is to be sent, for a designation of conversion processes to 
be performed to the image data (Fig. 8, col. 12, line 58- col. 13, line 2, "FIG. 8 illustrates 
a data structure 340 which includes the profile information of a fax machine which sets 
forth the capabilities of the fax machine. The data structure 340 includes a field 342 
which indicates whether the fax machine can transmit in standard, detail, and/or fine 
mode. Field 344 indicates whether the fax machine has half tone capabilities, and field 
346 indicates the various paper sizes which can be utilized by the fax machine. Field 
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348 illustrates the maximum transmission speed of the fax machine and can be, for 
example, 2.4 K, 4.8 K, 9.6 K, 14.0 K, 19.2 K, 32.0 K, 48.0 K, 56.0 K, 64.0 K, 128.0 K, or 
another transmission speed. Any other speed information may be stored, if desired."); 

a first receiver to receive from the recipient device the designation of the 
conversion processes (Fig. 3, element 102, COMM, l/F "network", Fig. 7c, col. 5, line 
56-60, "There is a communication interface 102 which may be utilized to connect to a 
computer network or a PSTN. The communication interface 102 may be implemented 
to have the structure and function of a fax interface and/or a LAN or other network 
interface.", col. 6, line 26-3, "Connected to the system bus is a LAN interface 126 which 
may be utilized to connect the transfer station or facsimile machine to a LAN. This LAN 
interface may be used in addition to or as an alternative to the network communication 
capabilities of the communication interface 102."); 

a second receiver to receive from the recipient device the designation of the 
conversion processes via a transmission medium different from that used by the first 
receiver (Fig. 3, element 102, COMM. I/F "PSTN" or LAN l/F element 126, Fig. 7b, 
col. 5, line 56-60, "There is a communication interface 102 which may be utilized to 
connect to a computer network or a PSTN. The communication interface 102 may be 
implemented to have the structure and function of a fax interface and/or a LAN or other 
network interface.", col. 6, line 26-3, "Connected to the system bus is a LAN interface 
126 which may be utilized to connect the transfer station or facsimile machine to a LAN. 
This LAN interface may be used in addition to or as an alternative to the network 
communication capabilities of the communication interface 102."); 
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a switcher to switch between the first and second receivers depending on a 
recipient using the recipient device (Fig. 3, element 100, col. 5, line 50-55, " FIG. 3 
illustrates, in block diagram format, the structure of a fax machine and/or transfer station 
utilized in the system of FIGS. 2A and/or 2B. A CPU 100 may be implemented using 
any desired microprocessor, microcontroller, or other circuitry which can control the 
functions of the fax machine and/or transfer station."); 

a converter to perform the conversion processes on the image data stored in the 
storage device based on the conversion processes; and a transmitter to transmit the 
image data that has undergone the conversion processes to the recipient device (col. 2, 
line 32-36, "For example, if the receiving facsimile machine is capable of receiving 
facsimiles in a "fine" or "detail" mode, or can use a half-tone method of communication, 
these higher quality images are utilized and transmitted, when desired.") 
Referring to claim 2, 

Mali teaches a data transmission apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the 
requester has a mail transmitter to transmit an e-mail to request the designation of the 
conversion processes (col. 2, line 22-32, "The transmitting facsimile machine may be 
connected to a PSTN in a conventional network, or alternatively, is capable of directly 
generating electronic mail messages, or other communications which are transmitted 
over the Internet or another network. After the transmitting facsimile machine queries, 
over a computer network such as the Internet, the capabilities of the receiving facsimile 
machine, the transmitting facsimile machine may transmit the facsimile using the 
maximum capabilities of the receiving facsimile machine.") 
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Referring to claim 3, 

Mali teaches a data transmission apparatus according to claim 2, wherein the 
first receiver receives the designation of the conversion processes based on an 
instruction sent from the recipient device via a setting screen that is used to designate 
of the conversion processes and that was referred to by the recipient based on 
information that was attached to the e-mail and indicates location of data for the setting 
screen (Fig. 3, LAN l/F element 126); and wherein the second receiver receives the 
designation of the conversion processes via an e-mail that was returned from the 
recipient in response to the e-mail sent by the mail transmitter (Fig. 3, element 102, 
COMM, l/F "network", Fig. 7c). 
Referring to claim 4, 

Mali teaches a data transmission apparatus according to claim 3, wherein the 
switcher switches to the first receiver when a domain name in an e-mail address of the 
recipient is identical to a domain name in an e-mail address of a sender (Fig. 3, 
element 102, COMM, l/F "network", Fig. 7c, col. 5, line 56-60, "There is a 
communication interface 102 which may be utilized to connect to a computer network or 
a PSTN. The communication interface 102 may be implemented to have the structure 
and function of a fax interface and/or a LAN or other network interface.", col. 6, line 26-3, 
"Connected to the system bus is a LAN interface 126 which may be utilized to connect 
the transfer station or facsimile machine to a LAN. This LAN interface may be used in 
addition to or as an alternative to the network communication capabilities of the 
communication interface 102."), and to the second receiver when the domain name in 
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the e-mail address of the recipient is different from the domain name in the e- mail 
address of the sender (Fig. 3, LAN l/F element 126, col. 5, line 56-60, "There is a 
communication interface 102 which may be utilized to connect to a computer network or 
a PSTN. The communication interface 102 may be implemented to have the structure 
and function of a fax interface and/or a LAN or other network interface.", col. 6, line 26-3, 
"Connected to the system bus is a LAN interface 126 which may be utilized to connect 
the transfer station or facsimile machine to a LAN. This LAN interface may be used in 
addition to or as an alternative to the network communication capabilities of the 
communication interface 102."). 
Referring to claim 5, 

Mali teaches a data transmission apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the 
conversion processes include at least a resolution conversion process, a color 
conversion process or a file format conversion process (col. 2, line 32-36, "For example, 
if the receiving facsimile machine is capable of receiving facsimiles in a "fine" or "detail" 
mode, or can use a half-tone method of communication, these higher quality images are 
utilized and transmitted, when desired.") 
Referring to claim 6, 

Mali teaches a data transmission apparatus according to claim 1, further 
comprising a recipient change receiver to receive an instruction to change the recipient, 
and wherein the transmitter transmits the image data that has undergone the 
conversion processes to a new recipient when the recipient is changed (col. 5, line 56- 
60, "There is a communication interface 102 which may be utilized to connect to a 
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computer network or a PSTN. The communication interface 102 may be implemented 
to have the structure and function of a fax interface and/or a LAN or other network 
interface.", col. 6, line 26-3, "Connected to the system bus is a LAN interface 126 which 
may be utilized to connect the transfer station or facsimile machine to a LAN. This LAN 
interface may be used in addition to or as an alternative to the network communication 
capabilities of the communication interface 102.") 
Referring to claim 7, 

Mali teaches a data transmission method for transmitting image data over a 
network, the data transmission method (Abstract and col. 2, line 32-36, "For example, if 
the receiving facsimile machine is capable of receiving facsimiles in a "fine" or "detail" 
mode, or can use a half-tone method of communication, these higher quality images are 
utilized and transmitted, when desired.") comprising: 

obtaining image data by reading an original document (col. 6, line 39-41, "A 
scanner 138 is utilized to scan images of documents which are to be transmitted by 
facsimile."); 

storing the image data obtained in a storage device (col. 6, line 3-17, "A storage 
interface 110 is connected to a non-volatile memory 112, a hard disk 114, and a CD 
which may be a CD ROM drive, a write once/read many drive, a read/write drive which 
allows re-writing of data on the same disk, a magneto optical disk, or any other type of 
disk. The non-volatile memory may be limited as a RAM having a battery back-up, a 
flash memory, EPROM, EEPROM, CMOS battery, hard disk, or any other non-volatile 
memory device. The non-volatile memory 112 may be utilized to store autodial or 
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speed dial telephone numbers. Additionally, or alternatively, the non-volatile memory 
112 is utilized to store profile or capabilities data. This data may be from facsimile 
machines with which the device of FIG. 3 communicates, or may be utilized to store the 
options and capabilities of the device illustrated in FIG. 3."); 

requesting, via a transmission to a recipient device to which the image data 
stored in the storage device is to be sent, that the a_recipient using the recipient device 
designate designates conversion processes to be performed to the image data (Fig. 8, 
col. 12, line 58- col. 13, line 2, "FIG. 8 illustrates a data structure 340 which includes the 
profile information of a fax machine which sets forth the capabilities of the fax machine. 
The data structure 340 includes a field 342 which indicates whether the fax machine 
can transmit in standard, detail, and/or fine mode. Field 344 indicates whether the fax 
machine has halftone capabilities, and field 346 indicates the various paper sizes which 
can be utilized by the fax machine. Field 348 illustrates the maximum transmission 
speed of the fax machine and can be, for example, 2.4 K, 4.8 K, 9.6 K, 14.0 K, 19.2 K, 
32.0 K, 48.0 K, 56.0 K, 64.0 K, 128.0 K, or another transmission speed. Any other 
speed information may be stored, if desired."); 

receiving from the recipient device, a designation of the conversion processes via 
one of multiple different transmission media specified depending on the recipient device 
(Fig. 8); 

performing the conversion processes to the image data stored in the storage 
device based on the designation of the conversion processes and sending to the 



Application/Control Number: 10/098,562 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2154 

recipient device the image data that has undergone the conversion processes (Fig. 8, 
col. 13, line 3-27). 
Referring to claim 8, 

Claim 8 is a claim to a data transmission program that causes a computer to 
execute a process in accordance with the method of claim 8. Therefore claim 8 is 
rejected for the reasons set forth for claim 7. 
Referring to claim 9, 

Mali teaches a data transmission program according to claim 8, wherein 
requesting of the designation of the conversion processes is made through transmission 
of an e-mail (col. 2, line 22-32, "The transmitting facsimile machine may be connected 
to a PSTN in a conventional network, or alternatively, is capable of directly generating 
electronic mail messages, or other communications which are transmitted over the 
Internet or another network. After the transmitting facsimile machine queries, over a 
computer network such as the Internet, the capabilities of the receiving facsimile 
machine, the transmitting facsimile machine may transmit the facsimile using the 
maximum capabilities of the receiving facsimile machine.") 
Referring to claim 10, 

Claim 10 is a claim to a data transmission program that causes a computer to 
execute a process in accordance with the method of claim 3. Therefore claim 10 is 
rejected for the reasons set forth for claim 3. 
Referring to claim 11, 
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Claim 1 1 is a claim to a data transmission program that causes a computer to 
execute a process in accordance with the method of claim 4. Therefore claim 1 1 is 
rejected for the reasons set forth for claim 4. 
Referring to claim 12, 

Claim 12 is a claim to a data transmission program that causes a computer to 
execute a process in accordance with the method of claim 6. Therefore claim 12 is 
rejected for the reasons set forth for claim 6. 
Referring to claim 13, 

Claim 13 is a claim to a recording medium readable by a computer in which the 
data transmission program recited in claim 8 is stored. Therefore claim 13 is rejected for 
the reasons set forth for claim 8. 

Conclusion 

Examiner's note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the 
references as applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings of the art and are 
applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may apply as well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant in preparing responses, 
to fully consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part of the 
claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art or 
disclosed by the Examiner. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
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§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ASHOK B. PATEL whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-3972. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30 am-4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan A. Flynn can be reached on (571) 272-1915. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/Ashok B. Patel/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2154 



